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ceived must end immediately in the ruin of Booth, and,
consequently, in the conquest of Amelia.

In this project, and with this hope, both my lord and
his setter, or (if the sportsmen please) setting-dog, greatly
exulted; and it was next morning executed, as we have
already seen.

CHAPTER IV.
Containing sqme distress.

TRENT'S letter drove Booth almost to madness. To be
indebted ^ to such a fellow, at any rate, had stuck much
in his stomach, and had given him very great uneasiness;
but to answer this demand in any other manner than by
paying the money was, absolutely, what he could not
bear. Again, to pay this money, he very plainly saw
there was but one way; and this was, by stripping liis
wifej not only of every farthing, but almost of every rag
she had in the world; a thought so dreadful, that it
chilled his very soul with horror: and yet pride, at last,
seemed to represent this as the lesser evil of the two.

But how to do this was still a question. It was not
sure, at least he feared it was not, that Amelia herself
would readily consent to this; and, so far from per-
suading her to such a measure, he could net bear even
to propose it. At length his determination was to
acquaint his wife with the whole affair, and to ask her
consent, by way of asking her advice; for he was well
assured she could find no other means of extricating him
out of his dilemma. This he accordingly did, represent-
ing the affair as bad as he could; though, indeed, it was
impossible for him to aggravate the real truth.